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of Naxos he basely deserted her, and Ariadne was left
disconsolate. Violent was her grief; but in the place of a
fickle mortal lover, she became the fair bride of an im-
mortal, the genial god Dionysus, who discovered her on
the island and wooed and won her.

Atalanta, the third of this illustrious group, the daugh-
ter of lasius, King of Arcadia, was a famous runner and
sportswoman. She took part with Meleager in the grand
hunt for the Calydonian boar, and it was she who at last
brought the boar to bay and gave him a mortal wound.
When Atalanta returned to her father's court, she had
numberless suitors for her hand; but, anxious to preserve
her freedom, she imposed the condition that every suitor
should engage with her in a footrace: if he were beaten,
his life was forfeited; if successful, she would become his
bride. Many had thus lost their lives. Finally, Hip-
pomenes, a youth under the protection of Aphrodite, who
had bestowed on him three golden apples, desired to race
with the princess. Atalanta soon passed her antagonist,
but, as she did so, a golden apple fell at her feet. Shq
stooped to pick it up, and Hippomenes regained the lead. *
Again she passed him, and again a golden apple caused
her to pause, and Hippomenes shot ahead. Finally, just
as she was about to reach the goal, the third golden apple
tempted her to stop once more, and Hippomenes won the
race and a peerless bride.